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IS A TROPICAL PLANT

INTRODUCTION

PINEAPPLE (ANANAS COMOSUS) :

A ROBUST PLANT, AN HERBACEOUS, PERENNIAL, SELF-STERILE, 
MONOCOTYLEDONOUS PLANT AND BELONGS TO THE BROMELIACEOUS
FAMILY

CAN BE CULTIVATED ON A EXTENSIVE VARIETY OF SOILS SUCH AS PEAT SOIL 
(MALAYSIA), VOLCANIC ASH SOIL (HAWAII, CARIBBEAN AND THE 
PHILIPPINES) AND SANDY SOIL (SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA)

ORIGINATED FROM EASTERN REGION OF SOUTH AMERICA

Ref : Claude et al (1987), Hepton (2003)
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INTRODUCTION

BENEFITS 
OF 

PINEAPPLE

CHANGING 
CONSUMERS’ 
PREFERENCE

FULFILL 
MARKET 
DEMAND

HEAVILY 
PROMOTED 

BY BIG 
COMPANIES

Exotic fruit
Good source of vitamin C
Good for the digestion 

system
Contains protein digesting 

enzyme  - bromelain

Health 
conscious

Sweetness, aroma 
taste, longer shelf-life

Advertising 
campaign & 

branding
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GLOBAL PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY SCENARIO

• THE WORLD’S DEMAND FOR PINEAPPLE IS INCREASING AT 
APPROXIMATELY 5% ANNUALLY, COMPRISING OF :

• 12 COUNTRIES ACCOUNT FOR 90% OF WORLD DEMAND FOR 
FRESH PINEAPPLE – THE US TOPS THE LIST, FOLLOWED BY FRANCE, 
JAPAN, BELGIUM, ITALY, GERMANY, CANADA, SPAIN, THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, KOREA, THE NETHERLANDS AND SINGAPORE.

• CURRENTLY MD2 IS THE PREFERRED VARIETY ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL MARKET COMPARED TO THE SMOOTH CAYENNE 
– ACCOUNTING FOR ABOUT 75% OF THE WORLD MARKET

50%

Fresh Pineapple

30%

Canned Pineapple

20%

Juice
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GLOBAL SCENARIO

Thailand Costa Rica Brazil Philippines Indonesia India Nigeria China Mexico Colombia

Tonnes 2,650,000 2,484,729 2,478,178 2,397,628 1,780,880 1,456,000 1,420,000 1,000,000 759,976 551,133
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TOP TEN PINEAPPLE PRODUCING  COUNTRIES , 2014

Ref : Friutrop 2014 6



GLOBAL SCENARIO

Costa Rica Philippines Panama Ecuador Honduras Mexico
Cote

Divoire
Ghana Guatemala Malaysia

Tonnes 2,126,929 461,856 67,036 57,380 51,258 41,271 33,976 33,175 25,091 23,585
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 1,000

 10,000

 100,000

 1,000,000

 10,000,000

Top Ten Fresh Pineapple Exporting Countries, 2014

Ref : Fruitrop 2014 
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GLOBAL SCENARIO

United
States

Netherland
s

Japan Belgium Germany Italy
United

Kingdom
Canada Spain France

Tonnes 968,717 294,807 181,197 160,544 152,511 142,046 139,578 122,626 114,826 104,357
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 10,000

 100,000

 1,000,000

Top Ten Fresh Pineapple Importing Countries,2013

Ref : FAOSTAT 2013 
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Costa Rica A DOMINANT GLOBAL SUPPLIER OF FRESH PINEAPPLE

1980 - MD2 WAS INTRODUCED

2012 – WORLD’S 2ND LARGEST PINEAPPLE PRODUCER

Brazil PRODUCTION  CATERS MOSTLY FOR FRESH DOMESTIC MARKET – HIGH POPULATION 
(> 170 MIL.)

SIGNIFICANT PRESENCE IN FRESH PINEAPPLE EXPORT MARKET DUE TO HEAVY 
INVESTMENT BY DEL MONTE ON MD2 (2000)  

Thailand 95% OF THE PINEAPPLE ARE FROM SMALL GROWERS – (1-5 HECTARES OF LAND)

CONTRACT FARMING

Philippines
EXPORTED HUGE QUANTITIES OF FRESH PINEAPPLES TO JAPAN DURING THE 1970S

APPROXIMATELY 20% OF ITS PRODUCTION IS EXPORTED FRESH

MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS (EG – DOLE AND DEL MONTE) PLAY IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN MANAGING THE INDUSTRY AND THE USE A LARGE PLANTATION PRODUCTION 
SYSTEM

GLOBAL SCENARIO – THE MAJOR PLAYERS
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MALAYSIA PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY SCENARIO
 MALAYSIA CONTRIBUTES TO 1.2% OF TOTAL GLOBAL PINEAPPLE PRODUCTION 
 MALAYSIA PRODUCTION GROWTH RATE IS AT 2.2% PER YEAR (FAOSTAT 2015)

VARIETIES

• MD2, MORIS, JOSAPINE, N36 AND SARAWAK

AREAS OF CULTIVATION 

• MAJOR PINEAPPLE GROWING STATES : JOHOR, SARAWAK, SABAH, 
KEDAH, SELANGOR, NEGERI SEMBILAN, PAHANG, TERENGGANU 

• JOHOR RANKS FIRST IN TERM OF PRODUCTION ACCOUNTING FOR 
MORE THAN 16% OF TOTAL PRODUCT

FACT & FIGURES

•PINEAPPLE  PLANTING COVERS AN AREA OF 10,559 HECTARES IN 2015

•MALAYSIA  EXPORTED 20,000 TONS OF FRESH PINEAPPLE  WORTH OF RM 24 
MILLION,  8,800 TONS OF CANNED PINEAPPLE WORTH RM 8.8 MILLION,  8,000 
TONS OF SLIPS (RM 51M) AND 1,500 TONS OF JUICE (RM5M) IN 2015

•MALAYSIA’S  MAJOR MARKETS : SINGAPORE AND THE MIDDLE EAST
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EVOLUTION OF MALAYSIAN PINEAPPLE

1900 

SINGAPORE 
SPANISH, 
NANAS 

SARAWAK, 
NANAS 
MORRIS

1950

Hybrid N19

1970 

MASMERAH 

1985

VARIETY 
JOHOR

HYBRID N36

1996 

JOSAPINE

2005

MASPINE 

2008

MD2

MALAYSIA PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY SCENARIO 
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MALAYSIA PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY SCENARIO 

2010 2011 2013 2014 2015

Planted area 14,921 15,650 9,827 9,465 10,559

Production 309,330 335,488 352,638 335,725 451,240
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MALAYSIA PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY SCENARIO 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Volume (MT) 18,552 24,124 19,713 15,158 20,313 21,904 18,160 18,637 17,580 23,585 20,279

Value (RM '000) 10,017 12,824 14,658 15,645 19,513 24,147 16,103 17,125 17,699 24,353 23,767
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Volume and value of fresh pineapple export

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Volume (MT) 19,148 17,995 22,275 12,803 12,030 14,857 13,819 8,665 8,018 8,475 8,853

Value (RM'000) 38,451 36,624 47,947 33,782 30,030 35,756 34,319 29,724 25,178 37,076 80,835
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Volume and value of canned pineapple export

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Nilai (RM '000) 2,779 2,240 1,519 1,610 2,813 1,962 1,697 3,298 5,031 5,001 4,981

Tan Metrik 1,246 1,102 536 562 862 643 537 1,228 1,670 1,930 1,462
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Volume and value of pineapple juice export

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Nilai (RM '000) 379 609 7,310 153 506 170 65,022 63,664 43,513 47,726 51,587

Tan Metrik 471 786 126 558 836 394 29,639 28,198 4,994 5,500 8,356
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Volume and value of slips/ornamental export
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MALAYSIAN PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY SCENARIO : 
CONSUMER CONSUMPTION

MAINLY CONSUMED AS FRESH FRUIT, CANNED PINEAPPLE AND COOKED AS PART OF ‘DISHES’

1990’S : 1.7 KG/PERSON/YEAR

2009: 7.8KG/PERSON/YEAR

2014: 14.2KG/PERSON/YEAR

 The demand 
pattern of the 

Malaysian fruit : 
consumption         if  

if income 
 In developing 

countries, 40% of 
each additional 
dollar is used to 

buy food
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ISSUES FACING THE PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY

•AGING WORKFORCE

•UNSKILLED WORKER

• LACK OF YOUTH PARTICIPATION
MANPOWER

•POOR MAINTENANCE

•HIGH INFRASTRUCTURE COST
INFRASTRUCTURE

• LACK IN APPLICATION OF MACHINERY IN PINEAPPLE FIELD 
(E.G. PEAT SOIL)

• LOW LEVEL IN APPLICATION OF ICT AND TECHNOLOGY

•ABSOLUTE PINEAPPLE CANNERY TECHNOLOGY 

MECHANIZATION & 
TECHNOLOGY

•GAP INCOMPLIANT

•UNSUSTAINABLE FARM PRACTICE

•UNECONOMIC FARM SIZE HOLDING

•POOR BIOSECURITY MANAGEMENT

FARM MANAGEMENT

• LAND CONVERSION TO OTHER USAGECOMPETING LAND USAGE

• LACK OF R&D ON NEW VARIETIES

• INEFFECTIVE KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER

• INADEQUATE R&D ON MECHANIZATION & LABOUR SAVING 
TECHNOLOGY

R&D
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MPIB STRATEGIES – TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE 
PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY

SHORT TERM

PRODUCTION 
SUBSIDIES / 

SUPPORT – TO 
REDUCE COST

IMPROVE 
PRODUCTION 
CAPABILITY & 
PROFITABILITY

IMPROVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

EFFICIENCY

ENHANCE 
EXTENSION 

SERVICES

ENHANCE 
PRODUCTIVITY 
AND PRODUCT 

QUALITY

INTEGRATED 
FARMERS’ 

COOPERATIVES

DETERMINE 
SAFETY NETS

LONG TERM
DEVELOP 

AGRIBUSINESS 
/ INPUT 

SECTOR - GO 
FOR LOCAL 
INPUT E.G

FERTILIZER, 
PESTICIDE 

STRENGTHEN 
SEEDS 

BREEDING 
PROGRAM

PRODUCTIVITY 
ENHANCEMENT 

– HIGH YIELD 
AND PREMIUM 

VARIETIES

MECHANIZATION –
DEVELOPMENT OF 
SMALL MACHINE 

AND FRIENDLY 
APPLICABLE WITH 
MINIMUM COST

VALUE ADDITION 
IN PINEAPPLE 

PRODUCT – TO 
INCREASE 

RETURN AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 

NEW 
INNOVATION  IN 

PINEAPPLE 
SECTOR

EFFECTIVE  
INDUSTRY 

REPRESENTATIO
N

POSITION 
PINEAPPLES 

MORE 
EFFECTIVELY IN 

THE MARKET 
PLACE

STRENGTHEN R&D
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WAY FORWARD – TRANSITION TO MD2 VARIETY, A HIGH 
VALUE PRODUCT

LOOKING FOR THE 
RIGHT PINEAPPLE 

VARIETY– MD2

PROMOTING 
INVESTMENT IN  

LARGE SCALE 
PLANTATION 

DEVELOPMENT OF 
SUSTAINABLE 

YOUNG 
ENTREPRENEUR

MAINTAIN 
SUFFICIENT 

RESOURCES TO 
SUPPORT INDUSTRY 
DEVELOPMENT AND 

ORGANIZATION

EXIT PROGRAMME FOR 
TRADITIONAL FARMERS

INCREASING FARMER 
INCOME

HAVE 
SUFFICIENT 
VOLUME 
FOR EXPORT 
MARKETS

FULFILL MARKET 
REQUIREMENT AND 
DEMAND 
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THANK YOU


